George Jeffreys

vermin to be destroyed. And that Is equally true of Titus
Gates in relation to Roman Catholics, against whom this
wretched man had the same zeal of hate and the same mania
for their destruction. Nor was either of them without
followers who applauded their manifestations of religious
hatred and malevolence, and it is from the abandonment of
successful party men to orgies of persecution that we owe
the tragic results of the Popish Plot and the Bloody Assize.
Jeffreys' instinctive hatred of the dissenters first exhibited
itself in the trial of Lodowicke Muggleton. Muggleton
was certainly a fanatic, but equally certainly he was a man
of sober conduct and considerable practical godliness. He
was prosecuted for a blasphemous publication in 1677
before Lord Chief Justice Rainsford, who pelted him with
abuse during his trial. After conviction it became Jeffreys'
duty as Common Serjeant to speak the sentence of the
Court.
Because Muggleton did not quail before him, the judge
bawled out at him that he was an impertinent rogue and
expressed regret at the " easy, easy, easy punishment"
the judges had decided upon. For there was no blood-
thirsty whipping in it, as there would have been had Jeffreys
had his way. He was to be fined ^500, and to be set in
the pillory in three places from eleven till one and his
books burned in his presence. The poor wretch was nearly
killed by the mob, but he lived to see his judges "join
King Saul in hell, rejected of God and Muggleton the last
true prophet of God." For though a pure-minded soul,
he was a tough antagonist and had no charity for those who
would not accept his message.
But had Jeffreys had his own way he would have dealt
with Muggleton as he dealt with Mary Hipkins and some
other women thieves who were before him about the same
date. It is remarkable to hear " Mr Chevins's" friend
abusing these wretched women for " guzzling in alehouses "
and " maintaining their luxury and pride " by dishonest
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